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	BIO

	Theresa Alberici, Wildlife Conservation Education Specialist, Pennsylvania Game Commission

	Laura Anderson is currently the Environmental Education Coordinator at the Wyoming County Conservation District where she provides programs throughout the county for school districts to help meet the PA Standards for Environment and Ecology. In addition she serves as Chairperson of the PA Association of Conservation Districts (PACD) Education & Outreach Committee; which strives to identify the educational needs of conservation districts, find dedicated sources of funding, and establish ways to outreach to target audiences. Finally she is proud to serve as the alternate on the PA Environmental Education Advisory Council which is currently working on the new Environmental Literacy plan for PA. She is a lifelong resident of PA with her husband, 2 daughters and a granddaughter.

	Rob Andrejewski is an Instructor in the Department of Recreation, Park, and Tourism Management (RPTM), as well as a Sustainability Educator for Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center at Penn State. Rob completed his PhD at Penn State in 2011 with a study of Shaver’s Creek Outdoor School titled “Nature Connection, Outdoor Play, and Environmental Stewardship in Residential Environmental Education.” Rob has taught a variety of courses during his tenure at Penn State, including Essentials of Environmental Education and Methods in Environmental Education. In addition to 10 years of teaching experience, Rob has worked as a vocational counselor for people with disabilities, a writer, a book editor, and an event planner. Rob lives jut outside of State College, in Pine Grove Mills, with his wife, Jennie, his two sons, Leo and Jack, and their dog, Cassie.  Rob’s favorite hobby is figuring out new ways to get his boys to laugh.



	Fran Bires is the director of the McKeever Environmental Learning Center in Sandy Lake, 

PA.  Fran has 28 years at McKeever, the first 12 as an environmental educator and 16 as director.  Fran worked as the director of environmental education programs at Oglebay Institute in Wheeling, WV prior to working at McKeever.  Fran is the International coordinator for centers and associates for The Institute for Earth Education assisting sites in setting up earth education programs around the world.  Fran received his BS in Parks and Recreation from The Pennsylvania State University and a MS in Environmental Education/Interpretation Administration from George Williams College.I feel that EE Certification is important because we are professionals in this field.  Unfortunately, there are people (practitioners and administrators) in the general field of education that do not acknowledge Environmental Educators as professionals.  Certification will bring recognition to our field of EE and to the educators in our field.



	Laura Branby is the Pittsburgh Educator and Creek Camp director for Creek Connections, a watershed education outreach program of Allegheny College, Meadville PA.  Previously she wrote public and school programs for, and taught onboard, RiverQuest (formerly Pittsburgh Voyager).  Laura is a North Carolina State University meteorology graduate, spending her first career as a weather officer in the US Air Force.  Children and family brought her back to Pittsburgh and this (second) career in the environmental education field.

	Stacy Carr-Poole has been the Director of Education at Riverbend Environmental Education Center in Gladwyne for the past six years, and for three years pervious as the Director of Children’s Programs.  Through Stacy’s work at Riverbend, a partnership was established with the Norristown Area School District to bring science and nature programming to all of the third and fourth grade students in the district. Stacy has been in the field of environmental education for seventeen years, since receiving a B.S. in Environmental Studies from Allegheny College, and has also worked for the National Wildlife Federation and the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.  Stacy also has a M.S. in Nonprofit Management from Eastern University which expanded her skills beyond education to include fundraising, marketing and planning.  


	Jenna Cramer is LEED AP – Projects and Outreach Manager for the Pittsburgh Green Building Alliance.

	Jean Devlin is the Chief of the Education and Interpretation Section of the PA Bureau of State Parks.  She manages and coordinates several statewide DCNR programs including PA Land Choices and Watershed Education, and coordinates Growing Up Wild, Project Wild, Project Learning Tree, Project Wet and PA Songbirds within State Parks, in cooperation with other agencies and organizations.  In addition to developing education policy, curriculum development and program evaluation for the Bureau, Jean also manages the training of 120 non-formal environmental educators that work in the 120 state parks.  She has a BS in secondary education from Shippensburg University and is a Certified Interpretive Planner, Certified Interpretive Guide and Certified Interpretive Trainer through the National Association of Interpretation.
  

	Gail Hill has been working for more than 20 years as an environmental educator at Peace Valley Nature Center, a cooperative effort of Bucks County Parks and Recreation and the Friends of Peace Valley Nature Center. I have been the education director for 12 years. I am a board member of the North Branch Watershed Association, Council Commissioner for Bucks County Boy Scouts of America, Asst. Area 5 Commissioner for the Northeast Region Boy Scouts of America. I have always believed strongly in community involvement and support of local merchants and organizations. In the past I have served as a volunteer for many non-profits and the Pennridge School District. To me the most important issue facing our society today is the "getting the word out" about the importance of the interrelationship between us (humans) the natural world and the economic benefits of the mutualism that should be present in our culture and constantly in our thoughts. Teaching folks about what is "out there" in a positive and meaningful way is one way I can attempt to make a difference. Learning to understand and appreciate the natural world leads to a better world for all of us and future generations.


	Robert Hughes is currently the Executive Director of the Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (EPCAMR) since its initial formation in June 1996; Former PAEE NE Regional Director, Keynote Speaker, and current PAEE Advisory Board Member; Grant writer and administrator of abandoned mine reclamation projects, watershed restoration and assessment plans, mine drainage remediation design and construction projects, and non-formal outdoor environmental educator experienced in anthracite mining history, historical preservation efforts of Northeastern and NorthCentral PA, and a local expert in geology, aquatic resources, and underground anthracite mining hydrogeology.


	From a young age Jessica Kester was drawn to nature and being outdoors.  The calming sounds of the ocean waves and the wind rustling through the tree canopy were common sounds and experiences throughout her childhood and continue to make up most of her waking moments now a days.  With degrees in Biology/Marine Science and Secondary Education/Biology from Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, Jessica began her career as a field instructor in coastal marine sciences at the Marine Science Consortium in Wallops Island, VA were she taught both children and adults in a variety of hands-on labs and field excursions.  She has also taught 3rd – 7th grade students from urban and suburban Chicago at the Lorado-Taft Field Campus of Northern Illinois University about general environmental topics and local IL history.  Joining The Outdoor Classroom (formerly the Regional Environmental Education Center), an environmental education non-profit just south of Pittsburgh, in February 2006 as the Program Manager she enjoys being able to introduce people of all ages to the variety of ecosystems and wondrous treasures here in Southwestern PA.  As a certified educator she wishes to see the position of environmental educator become a more respected and aspired to position in the education field.

	Shane Kleiner is currently Conservation District Field Rep. for the Northeast Regional office of The Department of Environmental Protection.  In addition, Shane serves as an Adjunct Faculty for Keystone College where he teaches numerous college courses.  He is also a sub-permittee and board member of the Second Chance Wildlife Center.   Shane formally served as the Wyoming County Conservation District Environmental Education Coordinator for two years and later was promoted to the Manager of the Wyoming County Conservation District for 9 years.  He is also a certified facilitator trainer for Project Wet, Wild, Learning Tree, Food Land and People and Nature Quest.  Shane also assisted the PA State Department of Ed in the Development of the STEAP packets that were distributed to all School districts to assist teachers meet the Environment and Ecology standards of PA.

	Dr. Tom Mastrilli was the former Program Coordinator for WCU's Environmental Education Certification. He holds a BS in Environmental Science from Penn State University a M.Ed. in Adult Education from Penn State and a Doctorate in Science Education from the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Mastrilli worked as a Hydrologist for the U. S. Geological Survey for 7 years and specialized in surface water quality related to strip mining operations in southwestern Pennsylvania. He has several publications with the USGS and several publications relating to environmental education during his tenure at WCU. He also was the primary author of a state-wide report dealing with all of the teacher preparation institutions in Pennsylvania done in cooperation with PCEE.

	Ed McCrea is currently President of Environmental Education and Conservation Global, a non-profit organization that conducts international training in applied environmental education, communications, and social marketing.  In addition, Ed serves as a consultant and trainer for the Flying WILD and Growing Up WILD projects.  Previously Ed was Executive Director of NAAEE for nine years and worked with Bora Simmons to conceptualize and initiate the Guidelines program.  More recently, he was the team writer for NAAEE’s Nonformal and Early Childhood Guidelines.   Earlier in his career, he worked in domestic and international environmental education programs for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for almost 20 years.  He is interested in the certification program as a way to improve recognition of environmental education as a true profession requiring specific skills and education.



	Martha Moore serves at Youth Education Coordinator overseeing all public, school, camp, birthdays, and scout youth programs.  Ms. Moore has 12 years professional experience in non-formal environmental education.  She received her B.S. in Environmental Science from California University of Pennsylvania.  Prior to joining Tyler Arboretum in December 2007, she worked for The Howard County Conservancy as the Director of Education, did a year of service through AmeriCorps and worked at three other nature centers as an educator.  Martha is responsible for enhancing and expanding the youth programs at Tyler Arboretum.  This includes revising and enhancing the school program curricula to better correspond to the Pennsylvania Academic Standards and the needs of public and private schools for hands-on science and environmental learning experiences. Ms. Moore is also responsible for enhancing family and youth group visitor experiences to facilitate experiences that reconnect children with nature and foster appreciation and stewardship of our natural resources.



	Kathleen Paul is recently retired as director of the Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education (PCEE), was instrumental in developing and overseeing the VISTA grant that produced the PA Non-Formal EE Certification Survey and report.  Having received a degree in Environmental Education from Michigan State University early in her career and a Masters in Adult & Community Education while actively in the field, Kathleen combined these disciplines to create unique educational programs for traditionally under-served audiences.  Her studies in Adult Education also provided her with insights into the pros and cons of professional certification, a controversy that energizes that field to this day.



	Ruth Roperti spent 37 years in public school teaching in western Pennsylvania, mostly with third grade.  I always had a personal interest in environmental education, and whenever possible wove this into the lessons I was teaching.  In the late 80’s I discovered PAEE and began attending conferences and looking forward to the arrival of the JOURNAL. When I retired in 2003, I had the opportunity to give back when invited to join the PAEE Board as the director for the SW region. By 2006, I was directing the conference and became president in April of 2007. Other interests include serving on the board of a Moraine State Park friend’s group as their volunteer education director, since 1994, developing a floating classroom and other school field studies. I also teach a variety of continuing education classes for teachers, many involving the environment, at three area Intermediate Units. My husband, Lou, and I live in Beaver Falls where our daughter and family, including two grandgirls, live nearby. Our son and his family, daughter born on Earth Day 2009 and newly arrived son, live in York.



	Joanne Shafer is Deputy Director adn Recycling Coordinator of Centre County Solid Waste Authority.

	Holly Travis is a faculty member in the Biology Department at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she teaches biology and science education courses and coordinates the Biology Education program. Throughout the year, she works with a variety of school and camp programs, including the Junior Naturalist Outdoor Adventure Camps and Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center, to share her collection of critters and love of the outdoors.  She was the recipient of the Armstrong Conservation District Outstanding Educator Award in 2008. Holly also serves as the Science Coordinator for the IUP Upward Bound Math and Science Program, where she is responsible for the design and implementation of science programming, including content, research opportunities, associated writing and mathematics skills, and field activities for 30-50 Indiana County high school students in grades 9-12. In addition, she serves on numerous College and University committees for assessment and teacher education. She has presented talks and seminars at local, state, and national professional meetings and has published several peer-reviewed science and science education articles, and contributed chapters to two monographs. Holly is a co-author of two books and serves as a reviewer for both science and education journals.


	George Vahoviak currently serve as a Program Director and Affiliate Assistant Professor with Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center. His primary responsibilities include teaching EE related undergraduate and courses and work related to the development of and teaching in--the dual-title graduate program-- Human Dimensions of Natural Resources and the Environment. In addition, George serves as a facilitator for Aquatic Project WILD, Project Learning Tree, Project Food, Land & People, Project WILD, Flying WILD, Growing Up WILD, and Project WET curricula.  Previously George was an instructor of Agricultural & Extension Education at Penn State and an instructor of Agriculture & Natural Resources with Central PA Institute of Science & Technology. Currently, he is also serving as a team writer for Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education (CASE) in the subject area of natural resources and environmental sciences, a project of the National Council for Agricultural Education.  Earlier in his career, he has served on the PAEE Board of Directors and on the National Agriscience Water Resource Curriculum development team.


	Cristine Wagner-Deitch is the Director of Curriculum Services at the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit #27. Cristine has been employed at the Beaver Valley IU in this capacity since November of 2001. Her job responsibilities include: facilitating month meetings of Curriculum Directors, Elementary Building Principals and Middle School Building Principals, facilitating curriculum alignment with districts/schools, data analysis, professional development, ESL Program Supervision, CPE/ACT 48, strategic planning, certification support, and Federal Programs.  Cristine has an outstanding reputation with the districts in her serving area. Superintendents, Curriculum Directors and Building Principals often contact Cristine to help solve a variety of issues. She is in schools on a weekly basis, providing professional development, working with districts as they develop and implement strategic plans, and working with teachers as they begin implementing a change within a district.During the past five years, Cristine has worked with numerous districts/schools to support the development of their school improvement plans. She has worked with the Getting Results document since the first generation. She is a trained facilitator for the Pennsylvania Inspired Leadership training and currently facilitates the Data Analysis portion of the LEAD program.


	Amy Weidensaul joined Audubon Pennsylvania in July 2009, but was not new to the Audubon family --- she worked for Audubon Maryland-DC, as the center director of the Shehan Audubon Center, for nearly 8 years before moving to Pennsylvania. In addition to her Audubon experience, she was the Outdoor Center Director of South Mountain YMCA, overseeing an overnight environmental education program near Reading, PA. She was also an educator for Mass Audubon, Pickering Creek Audubon Center, Whale Camp and New England Aquarium. She holds a BS in Biology with a concentration in Ecology and a minor in Environmental Science from the University of New Hampshire and an M.Ed from Lehigh University in educational leadership focusing on non-profit administration. She serves on the board of Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Educators (PAEE) and a member of the Pennsylvania Environmental Education Advisory Council. In 2011, she received the TogetherGreen fellowship for conservation leadership. 

	Mary Whitney has spent the last 16 years in environmental education, working primarily with citizens, teachers and their students.  As sustainability coordinator for Chatham’s campuses, she leads collaboration on sustainability practices at the university, works to help Chatham meet its carbon neutrality goals, and teaches environmental studies and civic engagement.  Ms. Whitney is one of the founders of GEM, the Green Education movement, a professional support and education organization for informal environmental education practitioners in Pittsburgh.  She is a PhD student of Sustainability Education at Prescott College, has a Master of Public Policy and Management from the School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh, and is a graduate of Chatham College for Women at Chatham University.


1

