Environmental Education and the No Child Left Behind Act

SAMPLE LETTER TO
HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Dear Congressman/woman X,

I am writing to voice my strong support for the inclusion of Environmental Education in the reauthorized No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Our public schools must prepare our young people to understand and devise sustainable solutions to increasingly complex environmental issues, including global climate change, air and water pollution and the loss of ecologically sensitive habitat. To be environmentally literate, students must have a solid background in math, reading and science – and in environmental education. 
An unintended consequence of the NCLB emphasis on math and reading is that more and more schools are leaving environmental education behind. Many schools have largely abandoned environmental education programs to invest more time and resources in math and reading instruction. In the classroom, NCLB causes science teachers to bypass environmental science when it does not appear to relate directly to state tests. Beyond the classroom, administrators are directing teachers to forego valuable, hands-on field investigations rather than take time away from test-related instruction.
Environmental education can be included in NCLB in these ways:
· Provide funding to help states develop rigorous environmental education standards, as well as to improve teacher training in environmental education.

· Require state educational agencies to create plans for integrating environmental education into their K-12 curriculum to ensure that graduates are environmentally literate.

· Integrate environmental education into the core academic subjects.
These measures will go a long way toward giving environmental education the standing and attention it deserves in our schools. I look forward to hearing from you about your intention to support environmental education in the No Child Left Behind Act. Thank you.
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