i

e

5

R

R

R

The Journal of the Pennsylvania Alliance for Environmental Education

§_¥4 PAEE JOURNAL

Vol. 11 No.1

RD 1 Box 325, Discovery Road, Petersburg, PA 16669, 814-863-2000 Spring/Summer 2003

:"EWhen_we see land as a community to which
we belong, we may begin to use it with love
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President’'s Comments
—. By Jay Gregg, 2003 PAEE President

1 have encountered the theme of Sustainability often in the
first few months of 2003. Sustainability is, of course,
Pennsylvania’s 2003 Earth Day theme. I hope all of you
have received a copy of the impressive Earth Day Education
Packet loaded with information, resources and activities,

produced by the Departments of Environmental Protection -

and Conservation & Natural Resources.

1 was invited to represent PAEE at the Delaware Valley

After celebrating our past and present with our 25%
Anniversary, PAEE is looking to its future as well. We want
to ensure that a vibrant and healthy PAEE celebrates its
50% Anniversary. To accomplish this, the Board of Directors
is focusing on several initiatives. First, as you have seen,
we have moved to a new home at Shaver’s Creek
Environmental Center. We hope this arrangement will
provide us with a stable home in which we can grow into
the future. Second, we are exploring new ways to focus on

Regional Sustainability Summit held in February. While the
President’s Day Blizzard raged outside, a committed group
of individuals created a blizzard of ideas that coalesced

and provide benefits to our members. PAEE is, first and
foremost, an alliance of environmental education
professionals, and we must work to provide the benefits
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into a strategy for establishing and maintaining a community
whose members, systems and resources can thrive in a
balance focused on the future.

I'recently visited a facility that is completing the latest of an
impressive series of renovations and expansions that has
and will continue to allow an impressive program o grow.
Most impressive, however, was the philosophy that an
expanded facility or program alone is not enough. Responsible
planning must include not only the means for building a facility
or program, but also the means for sustaining it into the future,

As Earth Day rapidly approaches, | am eagerly anticipating
the help of local students in sustaining a familiar and historic
resource at Paradise Farm Camps. Young Sugar Maples
will be planted along our main entrance to eventually replace
the veterans planted in 1913 when the camp opened.

These. anecdotes represent many different approaches,

and services our members want and need. In the coming
months, look for a revamped Affiliate Membership program.
Third, professional support is needed to develop more
sophisticated operations for PAEE. To this end, Patrick
Naugle will be joining us as a part-time Administrator. Patrick
has extensive business experience, and was Director of
PECO Energy’s Muddy Run facility. He currently teaches
Business part-time at Eastern College, and has played a
key role in establishing a local watershed association. Patrick -
will be focusing his efforts on development work for PAEE.

Finally (for now), PAEE has enlisted the services of Jim

Cunningham to guide us in organizational planning and
development. Mr. Cunningham has successfully worked:
with several EE organizations across Pennsylvania to

broaden and increase their funding and stability, and we

look forward to his efforts to do the same for PAEE.
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I hope that each of you, our-members, are as excited as [
about PAEE’s growth, development and future.

scales and topics. The common thread binding them all,

however, is conscious planning focused on the future, driven-
by a desire to give those that follow us a thriving and dynamic

environment, not one that is overburdened and weakened.
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