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Eastern Spadefoot Toad Scaphiopus holbrookii

1 3/4-3 1/4" stout, with sickle-shaped spade on each hind foot. External eardrum apparent. Skin
relatively smooth, with scattered tiny tubercles. Olive to brown to nearly black, often with 2
irregular light lines down back. Underside white to grayish. No bony hump between eyes. Sounds
like the coarse low-pitched complaint of a young crow, given at about 2-second intervals.
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The PAEE Journal is published regularly by the Pennsylvania Alliance
for Environmental Education. Individuals or organizations are encour-
aged to submit suggestions, ideas, aricles and items for the calendar of
events to the PAEE office. Please note, ali submissions must be typed
and are preferred emailed but can be mailed or faxed to the PAEE office.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Pennsylvania Alliance for Environmental Educa-
tion, Inc. (PAEE) is to promote environmental education activities and
efforts throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The ultimate
outcome of such a mission is a citizenry that understands and appreciates
its relationship to the natural world, recognizes and accepts responsibility
for their impact upon natural systems, and is motivaled to take positive
action to solve environmental problems.

Nine different categories of membership are available through PAEE:
Individual—$30.00 Partner in Government—$30.00
Full Time Student—$§20.00 Retired Person—$20.00
Affiliate—$100.00 Contributor—$101.00-$248.00
Supporter--$250,00-$499 Donor—$500.00-$999.00
Patron—%1,000.00+ Each category of membership receives the Journal.

PAEE, C/O Shaver's Creek Environmental Center
The Pennsylvania State University, RD 1 Box 325,

Discovery Road, Petersburg, PA 16663
Telephone {814) 863-2000, Fax (814} 865-2706
Visit our WEB site at hitp:/www.pase.org

2004 PAEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR
Jay M. Gregg (SE) Judith Gratz (SE)

Education Director

CCWA/Paradise Farm Camps

1300 Valley Creek Road

Downingtown Road

Downingtown PA 19335

Phone; 610-269-9111 x202

Fax: 610-269-3646

Email: jay@ paradisefarmcamps.org
Website: www.paradisefarmcamps.org

Director of Environmental Education
Wissahickon Valley Watershed
Association

12 Morris Road

Ambler, PA 12002

Phone: 215-646-8866 x13 (work}
Phone: 215-997-1063 (home)

Email: weitzhuis@comecast.net (home)

NW REGION DIRECTOR
Tim Hart

Valley Grove School District
Sixth Grade Teacher/ Science
171 Hart Brive

Franklin, PA 16323

Phone: (814)-432-7670 (home)
Phone: (814)-432-3861 ex. 1415 - w.
voicemail -

Fax: (814)-432-5223

Email: hant @ verizon.net

VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. Dan Dziubek (SW)
Stippery Rock University
Coordinator of Graduate Programs

Depaﬂm‘eq} of Pagks and Recreation/

724 738-2938
mail: daniel. dziupek @snl.edy
N SW REGION DIRECTOR

TREASURER Ruth Roperti

Pat McKinney “Porcupine Pat” (NE} 965 Edgewood Road

Schuylkill Conservation District Beaver Falls, PA 15010

1206 AG Center Drive Phone: {724) 843 7046

Pottsville, PA 17901 Emait: rroperti @ zoominternet. net
Phone: 570-622-4124 x113

Fax: 570-622-4000 NE REGION DIRECTOR

Email: porcupinepat @yahoo.com Sioux Baldwin Patrow
Consultant, Freelance Env. Ed.
SECRETARY P.O. Box 192

Kathlgen Geist (SE)
Environmental Educalor
P.O. Box 1892

Wast Point, PA 19486
Phone: 215-699-7328

Harford PA 18823
Pheone: 570-434 3013
Email: sioux@ nep.net

SE REGICN DIRECTOR

Em@il: eist nonline.net Deborah Hemphilt
/ i Tyler Arboretum
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 515 Painter Road

Jean M. Wallace (SE)

Environment & Ecology Consultant
112 Haws Lane

Flourtown, PA 19031

Phone: 215-402-0312

| Email: jimweeteach@aol.com

S

Media PA 18063-1134
Phone: 610-566-9134 x218
Email: edu

Positions open and needing
volunteers for one year:
Membership Director

NG Region Director (former Regicn 3)
SC Region Director (former Region 4)
Public Relations Director

REGIONS NTY
NW Reaion includes Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefierson,
Lawrence, McKean, Mercer, Venango and Warren counties.
SW HRegion includes Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette,
Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland counties.
NC Region includes Bradford, Cameron, Center, Glinton, Columbia, Lycoming,
Mentour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga and Union counties.
SC Region includes Adams, Bedford, Blair, Gumberland, Dauphin, Frankiin,
Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, Mifflin, Perry and York counties.
NE Region inciudes Carbon, Lackawanna, L.uzeme, Monroe, Northampton, Pike,
Schuylkill, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming counties.
SE Region inciudes Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lancasier, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties.

Cover: Eastern Spadefoot Toad Scaphiopus holbrookii

1 3/4-3 1/4" stout, with sickle-shaped spade on each hind fool. External eardrum
apparent. Skin relatively smooth, with scattered tiny tubercles. Olive 10 brown to
nearly black, often with 2 irregular light lines down back. Underside white to
grayish. No bony hump between eyes. Sounds like the coarse low-pitched
complaint of a young crow, given at about 2-second intervals. Spadefoots may
call from burrow. Breeds March to Septembet, after rains fill temporary pools.
Eggs laid in gelatinous bands are attached to agquatic vegetation; hatch within 2
days and transform in 2-8 weeks. Live in forested, brushy, or cultivated areas of
sandy, gravelly, or loose loam from s. New England through the Florida Keys
{excepl the high Appalachians), west to ¢. Louisiana, north to s. lllinois and Ohio.
Nocturnal, It lives in shallow burrows, usually of own making, safe from weather
on the surface. It is often found on damp summer nights at the mouth of its
burrow. Eastern Spadefoots have been observed, unscathed, amid the smoldering
ashes of a brush fire. Photo by George Porter
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Message From the President

By Jay Gregg, 2003 PAEE President

Happy Spring to all,

As the deadline for submitting this column approached, I had
overwhelmed myself with ideas for a topic — so much is
going on, not just in relation to PAEE, but in our entire world.
I created a more narrow focus by applying the program goals
that I use everyday in my role at Paradise Farm Camps -
Learning, Fun, and Teamwork.

As educators, we all learn and teach every day, especially in
our chosen areas of specialization. 1 want to encourage you
to remember to learn outside or your usual area(s). 2004 is
shaping up to be the longest active campaign season that
any of us has ever seen. Candidates at all levels are giving
us carefully crafted messages, sound bites, spin, etc., with
dizzying intensity. As this marathon campaign marches on,
remember one of the guiding goals of environmental educa-
tion — awareness to action. Build your own awareness by
learning about candidates and issues for yourself, and then
use your learning and awareness to take the most important
action available to us — vote. Be an active citizen and partici-
pate in setting the direction you want.

How many of you, like me, are often consumed by the
efforts and projects that are so important to us? Keep up
those efforts, but expand your to do list to include fun. Get

- out and explore, spend time with others, laugh and do some-

thing frivolous. Take advantage of the better world that we
all work so hard to build, don’t just build it for others.

Teamwork — it is not just a skill set, it should be about
belonging as well. Teamwork, like communication, should be
a two-way process, | encourage you, then, to be a part of a
team, and help someone else be part of a team. Here is an
idea for helping someone become part of a team — look around
you, and find someone who should be a member of PAEE,
then invite him or her to join. Better yet, let me help you
invite them — send me (rockdogs@voicenet.com) contact
information on potential members, so PAEE can make them
feel welcome.

Be sure to reserve November 10 — 13 for the 2004 PAEE
Conference in Wilkes Barre. Be a part of the sharing, fun
and professional development. Watch for more information.
Please start thinking about two important opportunities your
professional alliance makes available — the annual PAEE
Awards Program and PAEE Election. Please consider nomi-
nating a person or organization that exemplifies excellence
and dedication to environmental education for recognition
with a PAEE Award. In addition, seek out and encourage
leaders to apply their leadership talents to PAEE — you -
included! Calls for Nominations will be available soon.
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Biodegradable Products

At the 2003 conference, PAEE had the unusual experience

of being served food on disposable plates and eating with -

disposable utensils. Why was this unusual? For one, the
organization does not cotton to disposables. Secondly, these
disposables were completely biodegradable! Jan Arnold,
co-chair of the conference, has provided us with information
about the products as a resource option.

Biocorp North America is a company that produces
environmentally-friendly (read that biodegradable or
compostable) packaging, cutlery, straws and other food
service items, leaf and yard waste collection bags, trash bags,
and even biodegradable-compostable bags for your puppy
waste. According to their website, the items “are made with
biodegradable resins, consisting of renewable resources.
Corn and potato starch are the most frequently used
components of biodegradable resins.”

I became aware of the company’s existence at a Professional
Recyclers of Pennsylvania (PROP) meeting. A
representative from the company gave a presentation and
their products floored me. Since we had planned to compost
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the food waste at last fall’s PAEE conference, 1 thought that
their food service items would be wonderful. '

I contacted the representative via-e-mail and he connected
me with Frederic Scheer, chairman and CEO, Biocorp N.A.
who truly appreciated the PAEE organization, showed me
extreme patience, and then personally donated all of the
cutlery that was used at the conference.

For more information about Biocorp North America, please
visit their website at www.biocorpna.com or call them at
310-491-3465. Their address is 5155 West Rosecrans Ave.,
Suite 1116, Los Angeles CA 90250.

The nearest local distributor of Biocorp products is
Mansfield Paper Company in West Springfield,
Massachusetts. For more information, please e-mail Scott

Parent, rsp@mansfieldpaper.com or phone 413-781-2000.

Of course, if there’s anything I can do for you, don’t hesitate
to contact me at jarnold@blairco.org or call me at 814-696-

4620. - o
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